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The club was trying to find the location of another wreck – a passenger ferry, MV Balholm – 
using a new side-scan sonar off the coast of Pembrokeshire. Club members weren’t able to 
find Balholm, but did notice something unusual on the seabed at Crow Rock near Linney 
Head. 

When they dived there, they found the wreck of a fishing boat called Kerloch. ‘It had only 
been there a couple of months and the wreck looked brand new,’ said diving officer Mark 
Gosling. ‘We were all very excited.’ 

They reported their find to the coastguard, who asked them to notify the Marine Accident 
Investigation Branch as the wreck was so recent – the boat had sunk in February this year. 
They later returned, with a video camera, to film the wreck. ‘It’s pretty bashed up,’ said 
Gosling. ‘It’s in a very tidal area – it absolutely rips through there and looks like you’re in a 
river.’ 

The wooden-hulled boat, which has a fibreglass and aluminium superstructure, lies in 15m of 
water and is 17m long. Gosling says it does not have much fish life yet and, because of its 
location, is likely be damaged by south-westerly winter storms. The club plans to keep an eye 
on it though, and dive it whenever they get the chance. 

The club received a BSAC expedition grant of £1,000 this year to survey the wrecks in 
Milford Haven Waterway, to the south of the Waterway and in St Bride’s Bay. The Kerloch 
was a chance find while they were completing their expedition. 
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http://www.milfordmercury.co.uk/news/8438144.Fishing_boat_sank_after_skipper_fell_aslee
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